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2.0 INTRODUCTION

2.1. This report updates Members of the progress made since the Helensburgh and
Lomond Area Committee on 12 March 2024 in relation to the delivery of a
dedicated, high quality walking and cycle path linking Helensburgh, Cardross
and Dumbarton. The delivery of this path is a stated Council Priority.

2.2.  Full details of the project, including previous progress is available in the project
update reports previously presented to this Committee.

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1. Itis recommended that the Helensburgh and Lomond members:

3.1.1. Instruct Officers, subject to securing external funding, to seek a new design
team to continue development of Phase 1 and Phase 2 designs to complete
Developed Design and Technical Design stages.

3.1.2. Support progression of the project to full Technical Design, as required by the
external funder.

40 DETAIL

4.1. The Council’'s Active Travel Team, 1.7 FTE (Full Time Equivalent employees), is
part of the Strategic Transport Team within the Development and Economic
Growth Service. No Council funding is currently received by the Active Travel
Team. All project costs, including internal staff costs, have to be funded via
successfully securing highly competitive external challenge funds.

4.2. In 2023/24 the Active Travel Team secured £2.56M external funding for the
development and delivery of a total of 22 projects across Argyll and Bute, including
the Helensburgh — Cardross — Dumbarton Cyclepath. This required 18 separate
competitive funding applications, to 5 separate funds.

Funding

4.3. Transport Scotland’s Places for Everyone (PFE) programme is the primary

external active travel design funding available in Scotland. It is structured
around 8 project stages with a competitive challenge fund, with the 32 local



4.4,

authorities, 7 regional transport partnerships, two national parks and numerous
community groups across Scotland competing against each other to secure the
funding each project requires.



stage, including consideration of any internal Council funds which could be
allocated to the delivery of this Council Priority.

Maintenance

4.11.






Land Acquisition

4.22.






3. Review of designs to ensure railway



6.3.

6.4.
6.5.

Legal

HR

Fairer Scotland
Duty:

6.5.1 Equalities

6.5.2 Socio-
economic Duty

Continued input will be required from Legal Services to
support contractual agreements and land purchase
including a CPO should this be deemed necessary.

None.

Completion of this project will provide opportunities for
all in the Helensburgh — Cardross — Dumbarton
corridor to travel more sustainably and actively by
walking, wheeling and cycling.

The route has been designed to be DDA compliant
and will provide a safe and accessible route for those
with mobility aids including wheelchairs and
parents/guardians with a child’s pram or buggy.

The route, once completed, will offer residents the
opportunity to choose to travel using active travel,
which are lower cost than alternative modes of
transport. The route will also improve access to
essential services, retail, leisure and employment



6.9. The Rights of the  Active travel is the most accessible mode of travel to
Child (UNCRC) young people, as it



